Courageous Leadership in Christian Sex/Gender Conflicts by Fuller Theological Seminary & Paris, Jenell Williams
THE FULLER SYMPOSIUM ON 
THE INTEGRATION OF PSYCHOLOGY AND THEOLOGY
Courageous Leadership 
               in Christian 
        Sex/Gender Conflicts
Guest Lecturer: 
Jenell Williams Paris, PhD
Professor of Anthropology, Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania
February 18-20, 2015
Travis Auditorium, Fuller Theological Seminary
fuller.edu/symposium
WELCOME
As the newly installed Dean of the School of Psychology, 
I am pleased to welcome you to the 2015 Integration 
Symposium. We look forward to hearing Dr. Jenell 
Williams Paris and our Faculty speak about courageous 
Christian leadership and creating space for civil and 
hospitable dialogue about faith, sexuality and gender.  
Thank you for joining us! 
Mari Clements
Dean and Professor of  Psychology
Department of Clinical Psychology
Fuller School of Psychology
Since its inception, the Fuller School of Psychology 
(SOP) has sponsored an annual symposium focused on 
the relationship of psychology to Christian faith and 
theology. The integration of psychology and theology 
remains one of SOP’s unique contributions to the field. 
We are committed to encouraging and facilitating 
the conversation between Christian faith, theology 
and the practice and scientific study of psychology. 
This conversation remains central to our task of 
understanding what it means to be human, and a  
person of faith, as well as the treatment and prevention 
of mental illness.
Brad Strawn
Evelyn and Frank Freed Professor of  the   
Integration of Psychology and Theology
Department of Clinical Psychology
Fuller School of Psychology
The Fuller Symposium on the Integration of Psychology and Theology  
was established to encourage the discovery of new relationships 
between the Christian faith and the discipline of psychology. 
For more information: 
626-584-5538 or integration@fuller.edu
PROGRAM
LECTURER:  Jenell Williams Paris, PhD
LOCATION:  Travis Auditorium
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Registration 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  Lecture 1 and Response 
Beginning 
Christians have long asked the question, “How should we respond to homosexuality?” Far from being 
answered with consensus, the question itself is shifting. Many Christians are calling for a reframing, a 
new mode of discourse, with new questions, new conversation partners, and new outcomes. This impulse 
is grounded in important social and ecclesial shifts, which will be described. When we begin engaging these 
issues (beginning for the first time, or just beginning a new day), who is the “we” that engages, what is it that 
we engage, and what are our goals and purposes? 
RESPONDENT:  Rev. Johnny Ramírez-Johnson, EdD
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Registration 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  Lecture 2 and Response 
Conflicting
As a move toward perceiving “the pattern of this world,” and discerning how and whether we should conform 
to it, this talk describes how same-sex sexuality has been understood in our society over time, and how those 
understandings have shaped Christian thought and practice. We will consider the sex-gender complex as a 
difficult conflict and explore personal, corporate, and spiritual challenges and opportunities embedded in 
intractable conflict. 
RESPONDENT:  Erin Dufault-Hunter, PhD
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Registration 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  Lecture 3 and Response 
Leading
Courageous leadership in this domain requires a willingness and capacity to engage conflict productively. 
While others avoid, deny, whitewash, or inflame the situation, true leadership will flow from people and 
organizations willing to look clearly, name plainly, and discern together how to proceed. Social conflict 
invokes heightened stress and easily triggers difficult behaviors. Leaders will need to learn strategies 
of resolution and reconciliation, as well as how to respect incomplete closure and impassable divides. 
Beginning with God’s mercy and with worship, we may be shaped as leaders who can guide others through 
challenging changes in both church and society. 
RESPONDENT:  Stephen Simpson, PhD
PARTICIPANTS
JENELL WILLIAMS PARIS is professor of anthropology at Messiah College 
in Grantham, Pennsylvania. She earned her PhD in anthropology at 
American University, and her BA in sociology and anthropology at Bethel 
University. She has written books and articles for national newspapers, 
magazines, and blogs on topics including parenting, sexuality, faith, and 
grief. Her book about sexuality is The End of Sexual Identity: Why Sex 
Is Too Important to Define Who We Are (IVP, 2011). She and her husband, 
James, live in Grantham, Pennsylvania, with their three young sons.
REV. JOHNNY RAMÍREZ-JOHNSON is professor of intercultural studies at 
Fuller Theological Seminary and earned his EdD at Harvard University. 
He has written articles focusing on ethnographic and mixed-methods 
empirical research for several national journals. His books include 
Strengthening Democracy through Community Capacity Building: 
A Study of Four Latin American Countries; A Way up the Ladder, 
Motivation Achievement Via Religious Ideology: An Ethnography of a 
Seventh-day Adventist Puerto Rican Church; and AVANCE: A Vision for 
a New Mañana.
ERIN DUFAULT-HUNTER is assistant professor of Christian ethics at Fuller 
Theological Seminary and earned her PhD at the University of Southern 
California. As a theological ethicist, she often incorporates the insights of 
the social sciences, as in her book The Transformative Power of Faith: A 
Narrative Approach to Conversion. She is currently writing a book to be 
published by Baker Academic entitled Sex and Salvation: How the Erotic 
Matters for Our Life with God.
STEPHEN SIMPSON is the director of clinical training and assistant 
professor of clinical psychology for Fuller Theological Seminary’s School 
of Psychology. Dr. Simpson earned his PhD from Fuller Theological 
Seminary. Specializing in couples therapy and individual therapy for 
adolescents and adults, Simpson has focused on relationships, sexuality, 
anxiety, depression, and addictions. In addition to publishing articles in 
scholarly journals, he has written three books for a popular audience: 
Assaulted by Joy: The Redemption of a Cynic; What Women Wish You 
Knew about Dating: A Single Guy’s Guide to Romance; and What Wives 
Wish Their Husbands Knew about Sex (co-authored with Ryan Howes 




Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7:00 am - 7:00 pm;
Friday: 7:00 am - 1:30 pm
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$ = $10 and under (per plate)
$$ = $10-$25
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N Student Services Center
O Taylor Hall
P The C. Davis & Annette B.
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R 146/148 N. Oakland Ave.
S 155 N. Madison Ave
T 460 Ford Place
U 465 Ford Place.
V 483 E. Walnut St.
W 490 E. Walnut St.
X 493 E. Walnut St.
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